75,    SPEECH TO UNTOUCHABLES, DINAJPUfr

May 21, 1925

Gandhiji had . , . nothing more to tell them than that they should not
get restive; that they should take comfort in the thought that their condition
was much better than that of many of their brethren elsewhere; and that they '
could, if they chose, send a notice to the Municipality that they were going
away leaving the conservancy work to the mercy of the gods, if their demands
were not granted, bearing in mind, however, that they Jiad come and settled
there of their own accord and not at the invitation of the Municipality!

Young India, 4-6-1925

76.    SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, DINAJPUR

May 21, 1925

In his reply he expressed his high satisfaction in receiving the addresses
in the sweet Bengali,2 Hindi and Sanskrit languages. For this treat he was
ready to forgive the English of the District Board address. He then paid a
tribute to the orderly behaviour of the crowd and the silence they observed
according to his wishes. He also spoke highly of the spinners. He observed:

During all my tours in Bengal, the spinners of Dinajpur have
pleased me best and I am charmed to see them work. It is also
a very good sign that pleaders, doctors and other persons placed
high in society were spinning together, sitting side by side with
Santhals, Mehtars and other people so long held in low esteem.

He finished his address after emphasizing his triple programme of khaddar,
removal of untouchability and Hindu-Muslim unity.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 23-5-1925

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's account of Gandhiji's tour in Bengal

2 This was read out by Jogendra Chandra Chakravarti, president of the
local Congress  Committee.